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FIRST REPORT. 



FREE SCHOOLS OF ROYAL FOUNDATION. 



To His Grace CHARLES Dote of RICHMOND, 

&c. Stc. See. 

Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 

A REPORT by the Commissioners for enquiring into the Sltilr 
of all Schools on Public or Charitable Foundations, in 
Ireland. 



MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 

W E the undersigned Commissioners, resjiectively nominated, appointed, and- Schools 
elected, under the provisions of an Act of Parliament passed in the forty- of Royal 
^ixth year of the reign of His present Majesty, mdtuled, “ An .A.ct to revive and Foundation. 
“ amend an Act made in the Parliament of Ireland, for enabling the Lord Lieutenant 
“ to appoint Commissioners for enquiring into the several Funds and Revenues 
•“ granted for the purposes of Education, and into the State and Condition of all 
“ Schools in Ireland;” — in pursuance of lire powers vested in us by the said Act, 

■having met, -commenced our enquiry with an investigation of the present state of the 
Funds of “ The Free Schools of Royal Fouxdatiox;” and having examined 
^nd enquired into the Annual Value of all Lands, Tenements and Flereditameuts 
granted and belonging to these Endowments, and liaving also examined and enquired 
Into the present state and condition of these Schools, and School-houses, the number 
of Scholars in said Schools, and into the conduct of the several Masters thereof ; and 
into the amount of the Amiual Income, Profits and Salaries paid and payable to them 
respectively : We beg leave, pursuant to the provisions of tlie said Act of Parliament, 
to report to your Grace the result of our enquiries. 

The Schools which are the subject of our present Report, namely, the Free Schools 
of Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen, Raphoe, Cavan, Banaghw and Carysfort, were 
founded and endowed by King Charles the First, at two different periods. 

King Charles, in the second year of his reign, granted very considerable Tracts of 
Land, lying and being in the Counties of Armagh, Tyrone, Fermanagh, Donegal, 
and Cavan, to the Archbishop of Armagh, and his successors for ever, in Trust, for 
the sole and proper behoof and use of the respective blasters of five Free Schools in 
the several Counties and Places mentioned in the Charter. 

And afterwards in the fourth year of his reign, in the respective Charters for 
incorporating the Boroughs of Banagher in the King’s County, and of Carysfort in 
the County of Wicklow, lie granted certain Lands in those counties to tlie Sovereigns 
and Burgesses of those Ilorouglis, and their successors for ever, in Trust, for the only 
use and behoof of a Schoolmaster to reside and teach in each of those towns. 

We now proceed to lay before your Grace, our Report upon each of these “Schools 
in their order; and in our Report upon the present state of them, weliave made our 
Observations, and have suggested such present improvements and future application 
of the Funds of some of these Schools, as appearto us best calculated to render more 
■effectual the original purposes of these Endowments ; tliose we also submit to your 
<irace’s wisdom and consideration. 

47- B 
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SCIIOOH OF ARMAGH. 

Tree Schools Tlw Raiids with which the School of Armagh is endowed, contain, as appears hv 
r"' survey, made in the year 1771, hflccn Inindrcd and thirtv Acres, English 

■ measure, including Roads, Lakes, Rivers, and also about one Imuched Acres of llo". 

T'lic Lands are situate in the County of Armagh, between the towns of N'ewrv and 
Armagh. It appeal's that these Lands prodnccii, in the year 1 804, the gi'oss annual 
rent of eleven hundred and forty-four Pounds ten Shillings and live Pence IlaUperinv ; 
and that after making certain deductions, amounting to the sum of one bumlred and 
sixtv-nine Pounds seven Shillings and eight Pence (the parliculars of whicli are set 
forth in the Evidence of the Master of the School) the net annual Picnt received by 
tlie present blaster, was nine hundred and seventy-live Pounds two shillings and- 
ten Pence. It hiis however been represented to us by the Master, that this rent was 
likely to rise, from the 1st of May 1806, to the sum of one thousand and forty-three 
Pounds four Shillings and six Pence Halfpenny net. 

These School Lands have been let at dilFcrc-nt times by the Primate, and by his 
two immediate predecessors, under the provirions of the Act of Parliament nth anti 
12th of George the 3d, chapter i7tii, to different persons, in Trust for the M-asters 
of the School; and on the jst of May 1804, were let in Trust to Hector Graham, 
Esquire, for twenty-one years, reserving an annua! rent of six hundred Pounds for the 
Master and his successors, during the continuance of that Lease. It appears also, 
that these Leases have at different times been renewed upon the payment of a Fine, 
at the rate of one hundred Pounds per annum, which line has been appropriated to 
the repairs of tlio Buildings belonging to the Foundation; and that the last renewal 
made for the present Master, took place in May i Sod. 

It also appears, that there is a charge upon the Endowment of seven hundred and 
seventy-one Pounds, to be paid to the representatives of the present Master, being 
three-fourths of the sum of one thousand and seveutv-eight Pounds paid by him to his 
predecessor, Doctor Gruebere, for Money expended in building the Master’s house. 
The remaining expense, of erecting the School-house and the other Buildings 
belonging to the Foundation, was defrayed partly bv the Primate Robinson, who 
advanced three thousand Ihjimds for that |)ni'|)Ose, and partly bv Doctor Gi'ucbere, 
the then Muster, who expended the additional sum of one thousand Pounds, in con- 
sideration for which he procured the Trust Lease to be made for his benelit. 

The Buildings belonging to this Endowment, which were completed in the vc«v 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-two, at an expense of above five thousand 
Pounds, and which are very spacious and commodious, comprise a School-house, a 
house for the Jlastev’s residence, and offices. The School-house is capable of 
containing from eighty to an hundred Boarders. These buildings, which are situated 
near the town of Armagh, are stated to us to be in excellent repair, excepting the 
flooring of the School-rooms, which is wearing out. There were in January last, 
eighty-seven Boarders and twenty-nine Day-scholars at the School. The terms for 
Boarders arc, thirty-two Guineas per annum, and six Guineas entrance; and for 
Day-scholai's, four Guineas per annum, and one Guinea entrance. 

The present Master, the Reverend Tliomas Carpendale, A.M. was appointed by 
"Primate Robinson, in the year 178b, to be Master of the -tkhool during good 
behaviour. He was appointed Master upon the resignation of Dr. Gruebere, 
who resigned to Mr. Carpendale, upon the condition of receiving two hundred and 
fifty Pounds per annum during his life. ijr. Carpendale afterwards, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, purchased Dr. Gruebere 's interest in liis 
Trust Lease, and paid the sum of two. thousand pounds to Dr. Gruebere for tlie 
same. From this period, the Lease has been constantly renewed to Mr. Carpendalc's 
Trustee ; and upon the first i'cno-(val to him in that year, a fine of six hundred Pounds 
was paid by Mr. Carpendale to Primate Robinson, sLx years of the Trust Lease for 
Dr. Gruebere being then expired. 

Mr. Carpendale has four Classical Assistants for bis School ; the three first at 
salaries of sixty Pounds per annum each, the fourth at fifty Pounds per aniuiin. 
The principal Assistant has his board and lodging in the School-house ; the other 
three are provided by the Master with dinner only, and have lodgings in the 
town. 

Air. Carpendale appears toustohave paid, during the whole' time that he has been 
Alaster, the closest and most laudable attention to the duties of his Scliool ; and no 

School 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of The BOARD of EDUCATIOy, IN IRELAND/ 3, 

School in this Country JHaiiitains a higher reputation than that of Armagh. Air. I’reeSdioU 
Carpendale is one of the \ icars of the Cathedral of Armagh, and has no other hovdl 
church preferment. loundiiticn. 

DUNGANNON SCHOOL. ' ' 

The School of Dungannon is endowed rritli Lands situated about five miles from 
the town, containing above sixteen hundred Acres English. They are lei at present 
to undertenants, for fourteen hundred and eighty-one Poutxls four Shillings and 
nine I ence per annum, by the Son of the present Alaster, wiio holds them under 
a trust Lease for his lather’s benefit, at the reserved rent of seven hundred and 
imiety-six 1 ounds twelve Shillings. Such a Lease appears to have been first granted 
in the year 1 78,5, when the present Master had the Lands valued at five hundred and 
^yeiuy 1 oimds per annum, and procured the I.ease for his Trustee from the then 
Jrrimate, at the reserved Rent of four hundred and twenty-seven Pounds ten Shilihwi 
paying a Fine of twelve hundred and thirty-five Pounds, which was applied towai^ds 
building a School-house. ‘ ‘ 

This I^ase appears to have been renewed in the year one tliousand seven Imn- 
dreil and mnety-five, at the same reserved Rent; and a Eiiie of tliree hundred ami 
llitv-tonr i ounds eight Shillings was then paid for the renewal, wliich is also stated- 
to have been expended on building : if was aftenvards renewed every year for four 
vears at the same rent, and a Fine at each reneival of twentv-tliree Pouiuls six 
Shillings and eight Pence paid. 

Of these Fines for four years, the two first are also stated to have been apulied to 
the same purpose; of the two last, for the years if„8 and lyqn, ainouutiim to 
orty-six Pounds thirteen and four Pence, we have received no account. 

Pi-om tlw year 1799 tijere was no renewaj until tiic wear 1 80a, when the Lands 
wove new valued by order of the present Primate, aid a new'Lcaso granted at 
die above-mentioned reserved rent ot seven Imiidred and ninety-six Poiuids twelve 
bliilhngs, on the payment of a fine of sixlmndred Pounds, which is in the Primate’s 
tiiinds, togetlier wiin a fine of one lumdred and six Pounds four Sliilliiigs and 'three 
I ence, paid on liie renewal of the laiase in one tliousand eight huadrSi and six at 
the same reserved rent. Tills last renewal was granted by tile Primate, on its being 
1 epresented to him, tliat the rent of the Lauds had not been raitmd above the annual 
gross value set upon them in the year 1S04, which was twelve hundred and seventv- 
loul i ounds eleven Sinlhngs and one Penny. ■' 

The present Master, the Reverend William Murray. D.D. was appointed liy 
Fiiniate Robinson, during good behaviour, in the year 1778. lie states that he has 
expended on building a. School-house, a House for the Master, and neccssnrv Offices 
the sum ot three tliousand one hundred and tiventy Pounds twelve Shillings and three 
llallperice. Ot this sum, sixteen hundred and thirty-six Pounds one Shilling and 
lour 1 ence appeared to have been produced by the Fines on granting, and renewiiu? 

Ecases ; nine hundred and nine Pounds twelve Shillings is a charge upon the Enclo;v- 
inent being the ninount of two years income, calculated on the first reserved rent of 
tom bimdred and twenty-sevon I'ounds ten Shillings ; to which is added the value of 
iiie demesne Liincls (as they are called) of nine Acres and sixtetm i’erches near the 
liouse, and estimated at twenty-seven Pounds six Shillings per annum. The IJalance 
ot Expenditure in favour ot the Master appears from this StatexTient to be live 
liuiKhed andseventy-tour Pounds emhtcen Shillings and nine Pence Ilidfpetmv: hut 
to this balance he relinquished his chum, on the grant of the new Lease.in the yem- 
one thousand eight hundred and tour,. ^ 

I he School-house js stated to be capable of accommodating sixty-four Hoarders 
and to be at present m exceeding good repair. The School-room and. Play-grouiwi 
‘ ‘J”‘iensimis of the former being thirty-six feet by twenlv 
ami the latter contammg a space ot only sixty yards by forty-four. " ’ 

There were in January last, twenty-seven Hoarders in the House (exclusive of 
tour who had been some tune absent on account of sickness) and twelve Day- 
scholars. The terms for Hoarders are twenty-six Guineas per annum, and five 
Guineas entrance; and lor Daj'-scholars a Guinea per quarter, and a Guinea 
entrance. Ihere are usually two Classical Assistants in the School, to whom the 
..Master pays htty Pounds per annum, with diet and lodging in the House. 

Doctor Murray slates, tliat he ha-s always attended in person the duties of hU 
School, and that he has no church preferment, 

<17- • T 

It 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 First REPORT FROM THE COMMISSIO^■ERS - 

Tree Schools necessary however to add, that from age and the decay of iiis memory, he 

of Uoval is at present, and appears for some time to have been wholly inadequate to the 
r«)und.ition. conduct of sucli a Seminary; and we think it our duty to recommend that measures 
' '■ ’ should be taken immediately for procuring a more efficient Master. 

ENNISKILLEN SCHOOL. 

The Scliool Lands of linniskillen School appear, by a sun'ey taken in the year 
179,5, to contain about three thousand three hundred and sixty Acres English, of 
which two thousand five hundred ami forty-eight are arable and pasture, ^d are 
situated about six or cigbtmiles from the town; tliere is no Lease of tliein at present 
in .existence, nor has been since tlie appointment of the present Master, tlie 
Reverend Robert Burrowes, D.D. ; the Tenants pay their Rents according to a 
letting niade by the late Masters brother, who held the Lands under a Trust Lease 
for his, the Master's benclit, granted by the then Primate (Newcome) at the reserved 
rent of eight hundred Pounds per annum, with a covenant for renewal fines, at the 
rate of one hundred per annum ; they were then let to Undertenants for fourteen 
hundred and sixty-one Pounds per annum, which is the rent now paid ; hut the 
Trast Lease havnng being surrendered before the appointment of the present Master, 
the Leases to the undertenants of course became void, and no new ones have been 
since gi'anted. 

Doctor Burrowes states, that if they w-ere now to be let, there -would be a 
considerable rise of rent. His appointment is dated January the 24th, 1798, and 
is during pleasure. He receives the whole of tlie Rents, together with ten Pounds 
per annum for a house in Enniskillen, which was the old ScliooWiouse; and 5/. per 
annum paid by Lord Enniskillen. 

The new School-house is a spacious building, capable of accommodatin" seventy 
Boarders, and i.s stated to be in good repair. There is a Demesne of thirty-three 
acres attached to the house, not included in the survey. There is a charge upon the 
Plndowment for building, of thirteen hundred Pounds, being half of the original 
charge of two years income expended by the last Ma.ster but one (Mr. Noble.1 Tlie 
number of Boai'ders at the Scliool in January last, was sixty-five, and of Dav- 
scholars from twelve to sixteen. The terms for Boarders are thirtv-two Guineas per 
annum, and six Guineas entiance; and for Day-scholars six Guineas, mid one 
Guinea and a half entrance. 

Doctor Burrowes states, that he has presented a Memorial to the Primate, for 
permission to build considerable additions to the House and Offices, which his Grace 
is disfiosccl to t^ant, with leave to charge the usual proportion of tlie sum laid out 
on tlie succeeding maaters. 

Doctor Burrowes lias tlsree Classical Assistants (wlio all live in the School-house) 
«nd pays the first 100/. per annum, ami the other two 40 4 each. He has con- 
stantly attended in person to the duties of the School, which he appears to have 
discharged -with equal diligence and ability, and the School is accordingly, and has 
been since his appointment, in considerable reputation. Doctor Burrowes had till 
lately the Living of Cappagh in the Diocese of Derry, which he has recently 
exchanged for that of Drumragh in the same Diocese (Iwth in tiie presentation of 
J’riiiity College Dublin, of which Ire had formerly been Bellow). He resigned 
tlie Archdeaconry of Perns, on his being appointed IMaster of the School of 
EnniskHIen. 

The Endowment of this School is unquestionably much too large to be enjoyed 
by tlie Master alone ; when the Lands are new let, (as it appears to ns they 
ought to be) there is little doubt of their producing two thousand Pounds per annum 
.and upwards. A quarter of this sum would, in our opinion, be a sufficient 
allowance to the Head Ma.ster. Another quarter, we think, would be advan- 
tageously applied to the foundation of Second and Third Masterships, at tliree 
hundred and two hundred Pounds per annum. A great part of the retnauKler 
should, in our opinion, be employed in the maintenance of Scholars on the Founda- 
tion, agreeably to the original intention in the e"stablislimciit of these Institutions, 
which are expressly denominated “Free Sclioois.” A plan for this purpose had been 
submitted to the late Government of Ireland, by Doctor Burrowes, wlro is willing, 
on the ground of implied future compensation, that a part of his present Income 
should be so applied. Such a plan on a larger scale should, we think, be digested 
'iuid prepared before another vacancy -of the Jlastcrsliip, and adopted on the 

appointment 
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leave a r,„ School. 

\f ,^flf -ij- -J*- Repairs ot tie School-house, and perhaps for the erection of lioyal 
< other 13iiilriings as they should be found wanting. In the meantime it rmv I.p foandaiion. 

S XfrD-anSo"”'.''"''" ''“-owess pu™. wLhsXZ&aS S 

L Xr„. r for anlhei extension and permanent establishment, should not be 
t eommencement of a svstem heXter 

F™ L ■ ; aecremnstancesnillallm,., into nil the other Schools of Hoval 

J OMdation I he cshihlishincnt cf Second and Third Masterships, ,ve also consider 
to be ol indispensable necessity in tile other Schools; the present confitioranH 
appomtineiits oi Under Teachers in all of then, withont exX&h. arf X, as 
discourage men ot real merit and liberal minds from ensagin.i in that 
ccupation. 0 need not urge .the importance of such men being ernpbved in the 
nnder departments ot every Classical Scl.ool, as well for thrp.l3Teffectu5 
"'oll-qiialified Head MastL; oiul we are 
p j .uaded the acbmowiedged imerionty of the Grammar Schools in Irelimd to those 
t the Sister Island, ,s to be ascribed to no other circumstance so much as to the 

“”‘1 employed in teachin« 

S . 1,0 , “>=■“1 -'-'“tos of 'soine o“om Zf 

SUiools, are men ot eminent literature and talents, and only want the assistant of 
‘"i’™ y pre-scut system they are not able to procure) 

to laise tlien Scliools to as high and well desereed reputation as any in Famland The 
lands of others of the Koyal Schools (especially if relieved fron/the Trust Leases') 
would also be adequate to tlie maintenance of Foundation Scholars. ' ^ 

KAP II o F. S C II O O L. 

The I^nds belonging to tlie School of Raphoe, are situate in the western Dart of 

=xr;si:Eas;r.!iS”’“'" 

mi l X^ttertrntdiTH"^ vi*i>Li.SX 

Reverend James Irwin, A.R. i.s the nresent tt^ ■ ■ 

Government in the month of September i yyfi, during piea'sure 

mirnss^m 

mMmmm 

ceives the whole of the Ren., and there is", present apof/L^So:: 

I he School-house, which is in the town of Rnnhop y-m 
date forty Boarders, and, when certain i^XXXwS^h'lX " dX^ 

.Master shall be completed, will, as he iiiformotl us be ramhle . ™ ^ “ 
dating seventh The Master further stated to us tlS he hXieXaledTrr 
expenditure ot twelve hundred Pounds upon additional bniidinarXiSXd ‘ , 
tera ions, liaving found the House and Otiices in a ruinous state from tL. voa^-rno^' 
residence of Ins predecessor; and that he has already expended a thonsand'po inrh 
"re'SZZT ‘hose intended, in the course ofthe 

Mr. Irwin has also stated, that the House, Offices Garden md Pl„„ , a 

not occupy an entire acre; and that the Play-groSS StlSfiXl : 
half a rood. This, m onr opinion, .sliould be enlarged; but as thcTis I X 
appe_rtamn,g to the Ludowmeut in the town of Ihfphoe, and as the X of tile 
^ Sciioul- 
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' o' School-house is encompassed by roads, and by the offices and farm-yard of the See- 
ri'imd.ttion. liousc of Kaphoe, the Master thinks un enlargement of the l^iay-cround cannot be 
■ . ' easily effected. 

of Mr. Irwin’s Scholars, when we examined him in January last, was 
thirty-five : of these, eight only were Boarders in the School-liouse ; the'remainder 
were boarded either in the town, or at Fanners houses in the vicinity, where tlie 
terms are cheaper. Three of his Scholars, included in the above number are in- 
structed gratis. The terais of this School are twenty-six Guineas per annum board 
and tuition, and five Guineas entrance ; and four Guineas per annum, and one Guinea 
^itrance for Day-scholars. There is but one regular Usher, at a salary of thirty 
Founds per annum only; and Mr. Irwin states, that three of hU Sons, 'who have 
entered College, assist him as Ushers, in tlieir turns. 

Mr. Irwuii has two Church preferments, that of Castle Connor in the Diocese 
of Ossory, and the Living of Almoritia in the Diocese of ileath. He states that 
he attends sedulously and constantly to the duties of Ills School, and that it is 
mcreasing. 

C A VAX S C II O G L. 

It appears by a survey made in the year 1805, during the administration and by 
direction of Lari Hardwicke, tliat the Lands granted tor the endowment of the 
School^ of Cavan consist of 570 Acres two Roods and seventeen Perches Irish 
plantation measure, situate in the county of Cavan near the town, and part of them 
within three quarters of a nijic of it : these Lands, as it lias been stated to us, were 
let by Doctor Cottiiigham, the late Master, at tfio annual rent of five hundred and 
thirty-six Pounds eight Shillings ; and the present value of the Lands is about nine 
hundred Pounds per annum. 

We find there never lias been any School-house belonging to the Endowment, 
nor is any part of the School Lands well adapted to such a piirjiose. A School 
was kept by Doctor Cottingham, or those employed by him, in a house rented 
by him, and since converted into a baiTack. In fact there has been no efficient 
Schoolmasfer, since the death of a Mr. Arbuthnot, an Usher employed by Doctor 
Cottingham. JMr. Arbuthnot died in June 1803. Doctor Cottingham ’s age and 
infirmities had rendered him incapable of personal attendance to the duties of 
his School for many years previous to his death, «-hidi took place on the 2=ith 
of March 1 804. 

It appears, that on tlie 2istof ^larch 180(1, the Reverend John Moore A M 
was appointed Master of this School by the Earl of Hardufeke, subject to certain 
conditions, contained hi an Agreement dated the 20th of March 1806, and which 
is set forth in his Evidence. By the terms of this agreement, Mr. Moore was to 
receive three hundred Pounds per annum out of the Rents for his own use, and 
an hundred Pounds per annum for the salary of an Assistant, from the 25th of 
March 1806. It was stipulated with Mr. Moore, that the Airears from tlie death 
of Doctor Cottingham until his appointment, and also the surplus of the Rents at 
which tile Lands were tlieii let, as well as of the improved Rent upon any new 
letting, over and above the said allowance of four hundred Pounds per annum, 
should be applied towards forming a Fund for building a proper School-house’ 
upon such site as should be approved of. It appears, tliat on the 25th of lUarch’ 

1 806, there was due by tlie several lenants on the Lands, the sum of one thousand 
and seventy-two Pounds sixteen Shillings, being two years Rent, accordincr to the 
rate at vi hich they were let by Doctor Cottiugliam. We find that of this arrear only 
three hundred and sixty-one Pounds iiiiieSiiillings and three Halfpence was collected 
on tlie loth ot January last, the day 011 which !Mr. Aloore was examined by the 
Commissioners ; and a sum of four hundred and thirty-eight Pounds nineteen Shillings 
and four Pence Halfpenny since. These two sums, of three hundred and sixty- one 
Pounds nine Shilling and three Hallpence, and four hundred and thirty-eight Pounds 
nineteen Shillings and four Pence Halfpenny, (subject to the deductions of Agent’s 
fees) have been received by the present Master. It does not, liowever, ajipear 
that any sum has been as yet paiti towai'ds the Fund intended to be created for 
building of a School-liouse ; but the ]\faSter has stated to us, that he considers him- 
self as holding the sum received, in trust for that purpose, in the event of the agree- 
ment of the soth 'of Mai'ch being enforced. ° 

We 
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M e find that no ne\y agreement was made with ti>« • 

first two years and upwards after the deatti of Doctor Cottirnrham ^ ^ 

1 St of May 1 806 , they agreed to oav anmi»1 T?^>nt •* ’ that from the of Royal 

sixty-live Pounds seven sSliiugs aL deven Pence undure Tf? It TT’ r** 
were to be let on lease could bo fmally settled ‘ " 

pvcsentin avery 

Cottingham's life, on theexDiratioilof whirh th the tenure; Doctor 

years b\ck been dee"„edexSe™;f^ 

n ^ of 

payable by the Tenants on went 

I'uud to be set apart for building a sitool-bonse thatifl fi Pf *“ 
a further sum of three hundred and stoyTve i>ound^^^ 

Pence (subject to like deductions) became le and appbS to d e wf “r T" 

about four hSndrcd Pounds annuaily will '»» 7 . 

as adarge sum of money, probabl^ no. ts tfi e 

required to erect a School-Hons#* nuvxii;,,., u r rounds, will be 

ments for the accommodation of^oardera fnitabte toM d, 
penod at which the lievenues of the School can bo 7 Endowment, the 

purposes for which they were granted, must b- verv rLom Tf efectual for the 

““ 3d, is ccr. 

anltis\“: ** ^ 

of foe School. pieclude litigation, or prejudice to foe Funds 

3?*sajsa -jsx 5?it'sn-r=F» 

would be prejudicial to the interests of tlie Fndn of the Lands 

are not so b4nd, the renenS rei„r,h; if, on the ofoer hand, they 

for repairs may be su^Sd t'Syre'^r^^ 

nec"XSrS,ilL“;Sp^^ 

of the Act above me^tionelh fmi b^w vtT £ I" 

the law in this respect may renuire some rSIinn ^ l ■'“aark, that 
defective, so farS these i^XIrremtee™^^^^^ other respects extremely 

inspect them, and no elfectuaj power lodged an^hi’''!''*^ ”° I “‘I™ <« 

application of the revenues of tliLe Endowm;ni?f n to eontroul or regolate the 
the wliole of the Rents where n^Tn7s? lIT ? , “^^'ootaent of education; 

sc=itr“ii;“LrTS\t 

foratielotail’ “ V^td^C t‘ b^“ 

BANAGIIER SCHOOL 

foe^fomtliJeS^^^ |e sixteenth of Scptenibci-, in 

of the Borough of Banag^^lnd ttL ,u^^^ 7 <^ 

^omuy, particularly dlseriiied in the^S^r^nd^^^forg ^it^wtle^^ 

hundred 
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^ of lto 5 af * Ijuiidrccl Acres of Arable Land and Pasture, and eighty-fivc Acres of Wood and Moor, 
1-oundaLn. and belioof of such Schoolmaster as the Lord Deputy or other Chief 

V , Governor or Governors of Ireland should from time to time appoint to reside and 

teach in the said town of Banagher; and for want of such Schoolmaster there to be 
appointed as aforesaid, then to the use of the Sovereign, and Burgesses, and their 
successors for ever, towards the maintenance ot a Free School in the said town of 
Banagher, and of such^ Schoolmaster as they or the greatest number of them shall 
appoint, until anotlier Schoolmaster shall be appointed by the Lord Deputy. 

The I.ands belonging to this School are situate in the Barony of Eglisse, between 
four and eight miles irom the town of Banagher ; they were let in tlic vear 1 799, by 
tlie Honourable and Reverend Richard Ponsonby, thelatcilaster, at the yearly rent 
of one hundred and sixty-five Pounds thirteen Shillings. 

There is not, nor has there been at any time, tliat we can discover, any School- 
house belonging to the Endowment, nor does it appear that any Scliool has been kept 
at Banagher for several years, l.’pon our referring to tlie Examination of tlic Reve- 
rend Richard ^Val•blirton, a former Master, taken in the year 1 788, before the Coni- 
inissioners^then appointed to eiujuire into the state of the Fumis granted for the pur- 
poses of Education in Ireland, we find that great encroachments had been made on 
the School Lands ; and that at tiic time of said examination, their contents were 
reduced from two hundred and eighty-five Acres, the number mentioned in the 
Charter, to two hundred and four. 

The present Master, the Reverend Thomas Morris, A. il. was appointed by 
patent during pleasure, on the iStli of September iSo 6 . 

Mr._ Morris, by our ordes:, caused a survey of tiie Lands to be made in June last, 
by which it appears, that the School Lands at present consist of only two hundred 
and eight Acres thirty-two Perches; so that nearly seventy-seven Acres of the ori- 
ginal grant are now lost to this Endowment by the encroachments of the neighbouring 
Landholders, and by the negligence of former Masters. 

Mr. Morris has stated to us, that he has taken two contiguous houses in the town 
oi Banagher, at a rent of one hundred and fifty-six Pounds seventeen Shillings and 
six Pence, wlfich is nearly equal to the present annual produce of the Lands. These 
Rouses, which he has taken for the temporary accommodation of himself and his 
Scholars, he lias represented as well calculated for the purposes of a School, being 
a spacious cor.ccru, v\ith an extensive rere, a garden, and three acres of land ad- 
joining, and of which a lease lor ever has been promised bini. But as this contract 
is the mere private agreement of tlie Master, and as the Endowment is but small, and 
as this Foundation is not included in the Act of Parliament, that autiiorizes the 
making a Trust Lease for the jHirposo of raising a sum of money for building, it 
seems a matter woriliy of the consideration of your Grace, whetiier, inorder to'Rive 
efficacy and ])cnnanciice to this I'lstahlishment, it would not he advisable to assist 
the Master in pureiiasing tins concern, or obtaining a lease for ever of it, in order 
that it may be made the Sciiool-house of tlie P.iid(nvment : And we beg leave to 
*SeeAppen- J'scomiueiul Mr. Moms's’* Memorial to the Primate, stating the difficulties under 
«tix, p. 10. 'vhich he labours, to t!: e consideration of your Grace. 

€ A R Y S r O R T S C II O O L. 

■ Tlie School of Carysfort in the County of M’icklow was founded also by Kin" 
Ciiarles'the First, who in the fourth year of his reign, by a Charter, dated the 21st 
of August, granted to the Sovereign and Burgesses of the town of Carysfort two 
hundred Acres of Arable Land, and ninety-seven Acres of Bog and Mountain, to 
the only use of such Schoolmaster as the Deputy or other Chief Governor or Go- 
vernors of Ireland shall appoint to reside and teach in the said town of Carysfort. 

The present Master, the Reverend Sir Tiioinas Forster, Baronet, was appointed 
on the eighteenth of -March one thousand eight hundred and six, by patent, during 
good behaviour. The Lands were let on the eleventh of April one thousand ei"ht 
hundred and five, by the late Master, the Reverend Henry Lambert Bayley, for 
tlie term of thirty-one years, fi-om the twenty-fifth of March preceding (provided 
his interest lasteil so long) to one T'enant, of the name of Andrew Carter, at the 
yearly rent of one hundred Pounds, with a covenant to accept of eighty Pounds 
per annum in lieu of said hundred, provided a Free School be kept on said Lands 
by tlie Tenant. 

Thes£ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




f 



I 



of The BOARD of EDUCATION, IN IRELAND. 9 

These Lands are situate near the town of Carysfort, in the parish of Rathdrum 
and county of Wicklow. It appears by a survey .made in May last by our order 
Jat the Lands contain eighty-two Acres under Meadow and Tillage, and two hun- 
dred Acres of coarse Pasture and Mountain ; making together three hundred and 
thirty-six Acres, being thirty-nine more than is mentioned in the Grant. 

.. never been any School-house or Residence for the Master attached to 

tins Endowment; there is an old School-room, which about fifty Roys attend in 
summer, but not above a dozen in winter. 

It farther appears, that Sir Thomas Forster has two Church Livings, one in the 
Diocese of Armagh, and the other in the Diocese of Dublin, contiguous to tlie 
School Lands of Carysfort, but does not attend the duties of the School in person 
nor reside at Carysfort ^ ’ 



any persons being appointed to 
uni™ th or ta;ig, suffered to continue to hold those situations, 

unless they reside and discharge the duties thereof in person. 

, *e Income of this Endowment could be best applied, seems 

to be the estaWishinent of a large Day School for the Instruction of toe Poor ■ toe 

“ M“ter, and for supplying the School 
w ih-lf T'* iffso tor keeping any School-house and School-room, 

provide toe necessaiy accommodation for the Residence of the Master and the 
Day-scholars. But the present Revenues of the School do not 
appear adequate to such a supply. 



Council Chamber, 
pth July ] 807. 



A Correct Copy, 

J- Corneille, 

Sec^ to the Commissioners. 



WILLIAJI ARMAGH. 

GEO. HALL, Provost. 

JAs VERSCHOYLE, 

Dean of S'. Patrick's. 

RICH° LOVELL EDGEWORTH. 
JAs WHITELAW, 

Vicar of S' Catherine. 
WILLIAM DISNEY. 
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(L.S.) 

(LiS.) 

(LJS.) 
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APPENDIX. 



A Copy of the MEMORIAL of the Reverend Thomas Morris, Master of the 
School of Banagher, to his Grace the Primate of all Ireland. 

To his Grace the Primate of all Ireland ; The Humble Memorial of the 
Reverend Thomas Morris, Master of the School of Banagher. 

Sheweth, 

Appendix. “ ^HAT Memorialist was by your Grace, in tlie month of September last, nominated 
* ' ■*- to the Mastership of the School of Banagher, vacant by the resignation of the Ho- 
nourable and Reverend Richard Ponsonby. 

“ That Memorialist, anxious to evince the sincerity of his zeal to labour to carry your 
Grace’s wishes for the efficient establishment of a Sclhool on the Foundation into imme- 
diate execution, employed his utmost diligence in endeavours to procure a house suf- 
ficiently large and commodious for that purpose, but for several months without success. 

“ Tliat he has at length succeeded in obtaining (under a promise of a Lease for ever) a 
spacious and commodious concern, in a truly eligible situation in the town of Banagher, 
consisting of two contiguous Houses, with an extensive Rere and excellent Garden, and a 
Field containing nearly three Acres adjoining, at a rent of one hundred a year for the one, 
and fifty Guineas a year for the other, making an annual rent of one hundred and fifty-six 
Pounds seventeen Shillings and Sixpence, nearly absorbing the whole of the Income arising 
from the Endowment, which is but 165/. 15s. od.yearly. 

“ That IVlemorialist was induced to enter into an engagement so hazardous to a person 
totally destitute of private resources, or any other means of subsistence, save what arise from 
the Endowment, and a Curacy of 50 ^ per annum, as well by his hope of recommending 
himself to your Grace’s approbation, as by an expectation he was led to form, that the 
income of the Lands would be considerably increased on the termination of the former 
tenure. That he advertised the Lands, for the additional purpose of receiving proposals and 
asceruining their value, for the information of the Commissioners of Education. Tliat a 
principal Tenant, a Mr. Molloy, who held eighty-nine Acres of the best quality amongst 
them, at a rent of 17s. an Acre, under a Lease executed to him in the year 1799 by the 
Honourable and Reverend Richard Ponsonby, your Memorialist’s predecessor, for twentj-- 
one years, “ provided he had a right in lasv to bind his successors, and not otherwise,” 
refused to surrender the Land, or renew with Memorialist, alleging, by advice (as 
Memorialist has been informed) of Counsellor John Parsons, that his Lease is good in 
law. That others of the Tenants w1k> held under similar Leases, and had been induced to 

5 ive them up, and enter into a nfew agreement with Memorialist, have been encouraged, by 
le example of Mr. Molloy, to manifest a spirit of resistance to his claim, by which Me- 
morialist is tncnaced with a vexatious and expensive course of litigation, which, under the 
circumstances of his present heavy engagement, and subject to all the certain Expenses 
and uncertain Returns of a School, he is unable to sustain, while his attention is liable to 
be materially distracted and drawn away from the due and faithful discharge of its impor- 
tant duties. 

“ That Memorialist begs leave further to state to your Grace, that without taking into 
the account the great expense of furnishing and fitting out a House for the purpose of a 
School, he has incurred a heavy Debt in the permanent improvement of it, in uniting the 
two Houses, in building an Oven and Laundry, in building ninety-four perches of a Wail 
of five feet high, for the purpose of enclosing a Plot of Ground for Play, and in various 
other necessary improvements, (as may appear to your Grace from the proper documents) 
by which a sum of no less than 115/. has been consumed. 

. “ That Memorialist, finding himself unable to venture on the expense of converting one 
of the Offices belonging to the concerns, which is most desirably circumstanced for such a 
purpose, into a School-room, has been obliged to appropriate one of the principal rooms of 
the house to the use of tlie School (which has already opened) which has been pro- 
ductive of serious inconvenience, the quantity of accommodation for Pupils being thereby 
sensibly reduced, and the School exposed to the tumult and disturbance of a street, the 
house being a single house, and affording no remote apartments. 

“ Memorialist has procured a Plan and Estimate of the School, which he proposes to lay 
before your Grace, if required, in the humble hope that your Grace will be pleased to take 
the abovementioned particulars into your consideration, and recommend to the Board of 
Education to adopt such measures tor affording relief to Memorialist, as may be judged 
most expedient, and also for purchasing the House, and declaring it for ever the School- 
house of Banagher, which Memorialist snail be obliged to keep in order, (subject to dilapi- 
dations) for his successors, who will thus be saved Ifom the embarrassments and inconve- 
niences which Memorialist has experienced. 

“ And Memorialist will ever most humbly pray. 

(Signed) “ THO‘ MORRIS.” 
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